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Impeach and Convict- A Detailed Look 
TRUMP'S IMPEACHMENT TRIAL is currently ongoing. (Courtesy of Jonathan Ernst/Reuters) 
BY: BRAD NEAL 
N[1,,V<:, V'v R:TtR 
As Alexander Hamilton wrote in Fed-
eralist No. 65, the framers wanted to 
safeguard America from "those offenses 
which proceed from .. , the abuse or vio-
lation of some public trust." And made 
clear that there was no such "abuse of 
trust" that worried them more than for-
eign interference. George Washington, 
in one of the most celebrated speeches 
ever delivered by a president, vilified 
foreign interference in our polity as "one 
of the most baneful foes of republican 
government." John Adams thought that 
"the danger of foreign Influence" would 
"recur" as "often as elections happen." 
James Madison, one of the main design-
ers of the Constitution, argued for im-
peachment because the president "might 
lose his capacity after his appointment, 
He might pervert his administration 
into a scheme of embezzlement or op-
pression," and shrewdly feared that a 
corrupt president would "betray his 
trust to foreign powers." And in 1787, at 
the Constitutional Convention, Edmund 
Randolph boldly and presciently posited 
that "The Executive will have great op-
portunities of abusing his power!' 
One of the ways, the founders recog-
nized, to stop a rogue president-when 
other options like censure, Congress's 
power to legislate and override presiden-
tial vetoes, the power of the purse, and 
aggressive oversight aren't sufficient-
was through impeachment and removal. 
As Benjamin Franklin believed, "The 
first man put at the helm will be a good 
one." But, "Nobody knows what sort may 
come afterwards," "The executive will be 
always increasing here, as elsewhere," he 
cautioned, "till it ends in a monarchy,'' 
After almost two months of delibera-
tion, the framers-with the help of the 
Committee on Style-decided on the 
final text that would become Article 
II, Section 4 of the Constitution. "The 
President, Vice President, and all Civil 
Officers of the United States, shall be 
removed from Office on Impeachment 
for, and Conviction of Treason, Bribery, 
or other High Crimes and Misdemean-
ors." The Constitution defines treason 
as "levying war against the United States 
or... adhering to their enemies." Bribery, 
on the other hand, isn't clearly defined 
in the Constitution, though it can be 
understood as leveraging the power of 
the office to ask someone for something 
in return for a political favor, or as those 
familiar with Latin would say "a quid 
pro quo," 
While the language of "high Crimes 
and Misdemeanors" fails to clearly de-
fine impeachable offenses, the framers 
intentionally made them broad to cap-
ture any and all grave offenses commit-
ted against the people in a democracy, or 
against the crown in a monarchy. Their 
motivation to make impeachable offens-
es as broad as possible was to ensure that 
any offense that endangered the nation 
could be considered impeachable and 
that the president, vice president, or civil 
officer that committed the offense would 
be held accountable. If the Framers had 
made impeachable offenses too narrow, 
they would have designed the Constitu-
tion in a way that would perhaps allow 
public officials to enjoy impunity from 
offenses that should qualify as impeach-
able. If the framers said that a president 
could only be impeached for crimes and 
misdemeanors laid out in the criminal 
code, they would have failed to capture 
offenses that don't necessarily violate 
the criminal code, but that definitely 
warrant impeachment. If, for example, 
"a president announces that Catholi-
cism shall be the official religion of the 
United States and orders all agencies to 
act accordingly; or one who promises to 
pardon any person who violates the legal 
rights of undocumented migrants; or one 
who promises to endorse any company 
that fires employees who voted against 
him; or one who announces that no 
woman or person of color is welcome in 
the White House as long as he occupies 
the presidency" (Tribe, 50). Despite the 
clear abuse of power of these offenses, if 
we were to rely on the criminal code to 
define impeachable offenses, the presi-
dent could wield his powers in egregious 
ways that wouldn't technically break the 
law, but that would definitely imperil 
Americans, and in certain circumstances, 
compromise our national security. 
On the other hand, if the Constitution 
said that a president could be impeached 
for all crimes and misdemeanors in the 
criminal code, presidents could be im-
peached for innocuous things like park-
ing tickets and, while serious, tax fraud-
offenses that certainly violate the law, 
but that don't undermine or threaten 
the Constitution or the American people. 
Which brings us, somewhat circu-
itously, to Trump's impeachment. De-
spite his acute depravity, narcissism, 
dubious and unethical policy decisions, 
conspicuous ineptitude to occupy the 
most powerful position in the world, and 
perverse authoritarian tendencies-like 
rejecting democratic rules, denying the 
legitimacy of political opponents, sowing 
doubt about the veracity of mainstream 
journalists, encouraging or tolerating 
violence, and projecting a willingness 
to limit opponents' civi1 liberties, these 
actions and behaviors-while they may 
invoke skepticism of Trump's motive 
and moral framework-don't warrant 
impeachment. 
Simply because I disagree with his 
policy decisions and his galling behavior, 
doesn't mean he should be impeached 
and removed from office. After thought-
ful reflection and examination, however, 
of the Constitution, and aware of the 
facts and evidence-corroborated by a 
valorous whistle-blower, nonpartisan 
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"To act upon one's convictions while others wait, 
To create a positiveforce in a world 
where cynics abound, 
To provide information to people when 
it wasn't available before, 
To offer those who want it, a choice--" 
-TED TURNER 
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Impeach and Convict 
continued from page 1 
government officials, and even 
Trump himself-that Trump 
attempted to extort Ukraine's 
president, by withholding vital 
security assistance and a White 
House meeting, to publicly an-
nounce an investigation into 
Joe Biden to sully his political 
campaign in hopes of propping 
up his own campaign, I strongly 
believe, for the sanctity of our 
Republic, for the preservation 
of our democratic institutions, 
and for the safety and well-being 
of our country, Trump deserves 
and needs to be removed from 
office, and if he isn't removed, 
the Senate will abashedly set a 
precedent for future presidents 
that they, too, can openly and 
brazenly abuse their power for 
personal political gain and then 
blasely sidestep comeuppance. 
While some constitutional 
scholars would argue that the 
Mueller investigation produced 
sufficient evidence~on the 
grounds that President Trump 
and his campaign tried to col-
lude with Russia-to impeach 
and remove Donald Trump, 
from the purview of the Ameri-
can people, his findings were a 
bit nebulous. One because most 
Americans have not and will not 
commit time to read a hyper-
legalistic 448 page document 
and two, Mueller, in enigmatic 
fashion? asserts that "While 
this report does not conclude 
that the President committed a 
crime, it also does not exoner-
ate him." So while the Mueller 
investigation failed to accuse 
the President of committing a 
crime, on the flip side, Trump's 
strong-arm exaction of Ukraine, 
and all of the evidence that sup-
ports it, provides a consummate 
example of what the framers 
feared most-foreign interfer-
ence in U.S. elections. 
A week before Trump planned 
to have a phone call with the 
president of Ukraine, Volody-
myr Zelensky, Trump ordered 
Mick Mulvaney, the acting 
White House chief of staff, to 
withhold $391 million dollars of 
congressionally approved (>ecu-
rity assistance from Ukraine-
money that Ukraine invests 
in their military forces and 
National Guard, and to reduce 
corruption and protect them-
selves from Russian aggression. 
During the infamous phone 
call with President Zelensky, 
after a conversation concerning 
military aid, President Trump 
pressured him to "do us a favor" 
and to pursue investigations 
into Joe Biden based on an un-
founded theory that he urged 
the Ukranian government in 
2015 to fire its prosecutor gen-
eral, Viktor Shokin, to protect 
Burisma, a Ukranian natural gas 
company that had given Hunter 
Biden a board seat. While Joe 
Biden did want to oust Shokin, 
he didn't want to do it to pro-
tect Burisma, he wanted to get 
rid of him because-along with 
the European Union, IMF, sev-
eral national and international 
organizations, the American 
ambassador to Ukraine and 
get this, with bipartisan sup-
port-he had tim.e and again 
abdicated his responsibility as 
prosecutor general to root out 
corruption. Kurt Volker, former 
U.S. Special Representative for 
Ukraine Negotiations, even in-
formed Trump and his personal 
attorney, Rudy Guiliani, that the 
theory was false. Also during 
the July call, President Trump 
asked Mr. Zelensky to "get to the 
bottom" of a debunked theory-
promoted by Russia-asserting 
that Ukraine, not Russia, inter-
fered in the 2016 Presidential 
Election. American intelli-gence 
officials informed Senators-.as 
they continued to parrot the 
theory-that the theory that 
Ukraine meddled in the 2016 
election was a false Kremlin 
campaign designed to sow con-
fusion in American politics. 
Dr. Fiona Hill, the former top 
Russia expert on the National 
Security Council, rebuked Re-
publicans for parroting Trump's 
conspiracy theory that Ukraine, 
not Russia, meddled in the 2016 
election. "I would ask that you 
please not promote politically 
driven falsehoods that so clearly 
advance Russian interests," she 
said. "These fictions are harm-
ful even if they are deployed 
for purely domestic political 
purposes." She also affixed Mr. 
Trump's demands for Ukraine 
to investigate Biden and the 
2016 elections as a "domestic 
political errand that diverged 
from American foreign policy 
goals." e recalled telling Gor-
don Sondland "this is all going 
to blowup." 
If the July 25 call made clear 
of anything, it made clear that 
Trump was interested in one 
thing: abusing the power of 
his office for personal politi-
cal gain. Trump didn't spend a 
single minute talking about how 
Ukraine was going to control 
Russian aggression-instead, 
he focused specifically on his 
past and present political op-
ponents. It also made clear that 
if President Zelensky commit-
ted to carrying out the two acts 
that President Trump asked 
him to do, Trump would re-
lease the $391 million of se-
curity assistance-money that 
Ukraine needed to ward off 
Russian aggression and money 
that had already been appro-
priated by Congress. Trump 
employed Rudy Giuliani, in a 
personal capacity, to spear-
head the pressure campaign 
against Ukraine to investigate 
Joe Biden. Trump's defense will 
argue, though, that Ukraine of-
ficials never expressed concerns 
about pressure from Trump. 
But why would Ukraine-given 
Trump's historically capricious 
behavior-blazon out Trump 
when they're dependent on 
diplomatic relations with the 
United States to abate Russian 
aggression? 
The president, under multi-
plying political pressure that 
an official in the U.S. intel-
ligence community was set to 
file a formal whistle blower com-
plaint about his phone call with 
Presiden Zelensky, released 
the trap.scripts on September 
24 to prove that he wasn't hid-
ing anything-though he just 
showed that he attempted to 
extort President Zelensky and 
in effect, substantiated the 
whistleblower's complaint. "In 
the course ofmy official duties, I 
have received information from 
multiple U.S. Government of-
ficials that the President of the 
United States is using the power 
of his office to solicit interfer-
ence from a foreign country in the 
2020 U.S. election," the whistle-
blower writes. "This interference 
includes; among other things, 
pressuring a foreign country to 
investigate one of the President's 
main domestic political rivals. 
The President's personal lawyer, 
Mr. Rudolph Guiliani, is a central 
figure in this effort. Attorney 
General William Barr appears to 
be involved as well." 
Moments after President 
Trump ended the phone call, 
White House officials became 
"deeply disturbed by what had 
transpired," the whistleblower 
explained. "They told me that 
there was already a 'discussion 
ongoing' with White House law-
yers about how to treat the call 
because of the likelihood, in the 
officials' retelling, that they had 
witnessed the President abuse his 
power for personal gain." These 
White House officials thought 
that the most effective recourse 
would be to engage in some sort of 
clandestine effort to cover it up. 
"In the days following the phone 
call, I learned from multiple US 
officials that senior White House 
officials had intervened to 'lock 
down' all records of the phone 
call," the whistleblower said, 
"especially the word-for-word 
transcript of the call that was pro-
duced-as is customary-by the 
White House Situation Room." 
"White House officials told 
me that they were 'directed' by 
White House lawyers," the wl)is-
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tleblower continued, "to remove 
the electronic transcript from the 
computer system in which such 
transcripts are typically stored 
for coordination, finalization, and 
distribution to Cabinet-level of-
ficials." Then, the whistleblower 
wrote, "the transcript was loaded 
into a separate electronic system 
that is otherwise used to store and 
handle classified information of an 
especially sensitive nature." Which 
seems dubious because Mr. Trump 
and Mr. Zelensky never discussed 
highly classified information. So, 
therefore, the only logical explana-
tion is that White House officials' 
coalesced a corrupt scheme to se-
crete inculpating evidence against 
President Trump. And to this day, 
the Americap people still haven't 
seen the word-for-word transcript. 
I wonder why. 
In closed-door testimony, the top 
U.S. diplomat in Ukraine, William 
Taylor, told the House Intelligence 
Committee that President Trump 
withheld security assistance for 
Ukraine until Volodymyr Zelensky, 
the president of Ukraine, publicly 
announced an investigation into 
Joe Eiden, the frontrunner for the 
Democratic nomination, and ex-
plained why the security assistance 
is vital for their country. "First, 
Ukraine is a strategic partner of the 
United States, important for the 
security of our country as well as 
Europe. Second, Ukraine is, right at 
this moment - while we sit in this 
room - and for the last five years, 
under armed attack from Russia," 




(Courtesy of Chelsea Stahl/ NBC News) 
Taylor explained. "Third, the 
security assistance we provide 
is crucial to Ukraine's defense 
against Russian aggression, 
and, more importantly, sends a 
signal to Ukrainians - and Rus-
sians - that we are Ukraine's 
reliable strategic partner." 
In the public impeachment 
hearing, Taylor offered new im-
plicating evidence. Mr. Taylor 
said that a member of his staff 
overheard a conversation in 
which the president mentioned 
"the investigations" to Gordon 
Sondland, the United States 
ambassador to the European 
Union, and said "Ukraine is 
ready to move forward." The 
aide, after the call, asked Mr. 
Sondland what Trump thought 
about Ukraine. In response, 
Sondland said that "Trump 
didn't give a shit about Ukraine" 
and instead only cared about 
"big stuff" like the "Biden in-
vestigation." 
In George Kent's testimony, a 
senior State Department official 
in charge of Ukraine policy, said 
Mr. Guiliani, Trump's personal 
lawyer, directed a campaign 
to besmirch the United States 
ambassador to Ukraine. To Mr. 
Kent, the decision to oust Ma-
rie L. Yovanovitch, the former 
United States ambassador to 
Ukraine, was "unexpected, and 
most unfortunate however, to 
watch some Americans-includ-
ing those who allied themselves 
with corrupt Ukrainians in 
pursuit of private agendas-
launch attacks on dedicated 
public servants advancing U.S. 
interests in Ukraine," Mr. Kent 
said in his opening statement. 
"In my opinion, those attacks 
undermined U.S. and Ukrainian 
national interests and damaged 
our critical bilateral relation-
ship." 
According to Taylor and Kent, 
Guiliani was motivated to get 
rid of Yovanovitch so he could 
he connive Ukraine's president 
to investigate Joe Biden. Guil-
_iani and Trump knew that Yova-
novitch, a decorated 33-year 
veteran diplomat, committed 
to public service and stymying 
corruption, would preclude 
them from carrying out their at-
tempt to bribe a foreign nation 
to help Trump win re-election. 
Not surprisingly, Republicans 
didn't quite see eye-to-eye with 
Taylor and Kent. In response to 
Taylor's testimony that Presi-
-dent Trump withheld security 
assistance on the condition that 
the president of Ukraine had 
to announce an investigation 
into Joe Biden, Representative 
Jim Jordan of Ohio noted that 
the military aid was eventually 
delivered. "What you heard did 
not happen," Mr. Jordan said. 
"It's not just could it have beeu 
wrong, the fact is it was wrong, 
because it did not happen." 
But what Jordan failed to 
mention was that "the aid was 
released in September, after the 
White House had become aware 
that an intelligence whistle-
blower had filed a complaint 
alleging that the freezing of 
the money had been part of a 
scheme by Mr. Trump to enlist 
Ukraine to help him in the 2020 
election." In addition, no actual 
"quid pro quo" is compulsory 
to validate the abuse of power 
charge. 
David Holmes, the political 
counselor to the American am-
bassadors in Ukraine, testified 
that Trump's decision to freeze 
nearly $400 million in military 
aid for Ukraine-which alarmed 
and puzzled State and Defense 
Department staff members and 
Pentagon officials-was "likely 
intended by the president ei-
ther as an expression of dis-
satisfaction with the Ukranians 
who had not yet agreed to the 
Burisma/Biden investigation, 
or as an effort to increase the 
pressure on them to do so." 
If Trump wanted to investi-
gate corruption, why didn't he 
have the Department of Justice 
open investigations? Why did 
he want Ukraine to make a 
public announcement? More 
importantly, why did he keep 
key administration officials out 
of the loop and employ a secret 
channel? 
Gordand Sondland, the Unit-
ed States ambassador to the 
European Union, a man that 
Trump personally appointed-
provided damning testimony 
before the House Intelligence 
Committee directly implicat-
ing President Trump, the vice 
president, the chief of staff, and 
the secretary of state. "Every-
one was in the loop," he told the 
committee. "It was no secret." 
Despite Trump's consistent 
attempts to disavow that there 
was "no quid pro quo," Mr. Sond-
land contradicted the president, 
testifying: "Was there a quid pro 
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quo? As I testified previously, 
with regard to the requested 
White House call and White 
House meeting, the answer is 
yes." Mr. Sondland also said 
that he and other advisers to 
Mr. Trump pressured Ukraine 
to investigate Joe Biden "be-
cause the president directed us 
to do so." 
Sondland also rebutted 
Trump's claim that he wanted 
to stifle and fight corruption in 
Ukraine. To Sondland, Trump 
never expressed an interest in 
Ukraine actually investigating 
the debunked myth that Joe 
Biden fired a Ukraine pros-
ecutor to help protect his son, 
Hunter. Instead, Trump just 
wanted the Ukrainian president 
to publicly announce an inves-
tigation into Biden. "I never 
heard, Mr. Goldman, anyone 
say that the investigations had 
to start or had to be complet-
ed," Mr. Sondland told Daniel 
Goldman, the top Democratic 
counsel who questioned him. 
"The only thing I heard from 
Mr. Guiliani or otherwise was 
that they had to be announced 
in some form and that form kept 
changing." 
Sondland's confession is im-
portant because Democrats 
have argued that Trump never 
cared about trying to root out 
corruption, he was just embold-
ening the Ukraine president to 
publicly announce an inves-
tigation to defame Biden, the 
leading Democratic nominee, to 
help him win reelection in 2020. 
If Trump cared about combating 
corruption in Ukraine, why did 
he cut the State Department's 
budget for fighting corruption 
around the world? In 2019, the 
bureau was granted $5 million, 
but the State requested $3 mil-
lion for 2020. If the president 
were really concerned about 
corruption in Ukraine, why 
didn't he and Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo request more 
resources? 
The corruption argument also 
doesn't add up because Presi-
dent Trump's administration 
had just written an official let-
ter to Congress declaring "that 
the Government of Ukraine has 
taken substantial actions for the 
purposes of decreasing corrup-
tion, increasing accountability, 
and sustaining improvements 
of combat capability enabled 
by US assistance." This letter 
is what gave Congress the go-
ahead to send aid to Ukraine in 
the first place. 
If Trump cared about cor-
ruption, why did Trump want 
President Zelensky to publicly 
announce that he would inves-
tigate Joe Biden? If Mr. Trump 
truly cared about endin•g cor-
ruption in Ukraine, he would 
have had President Zelensky, 
or better yet, the Department 
of Justice, launch confidential 
investigations-interviewing 
sources, flipping witnesses, and 
trying to get to the truth-as law 
enforcement does. 
If Trump truly cared about 
corruption, why hasn't he ever 
asked foreign leaders for any 
corruption investigations that 
don't involve his political op-
ponents? Why does Trump now 
care about Joe Biden's role in 
Ukraine? It was a well-known 
fact that Hunter Biden sat on 
Burisma's board. If Trump cared 
about corruption, he would have 
asked Ukraine or the DOJ to 
launch investigations years ago. 
The only plausible reason why 
President Trump became inter-
ested in the "idea of corruption" 
is because Vice President Joe 
Biden became a candidate for 
President. And Trump is petrified 
that he'll lose to Joe Biden-who 
has name recognition, leads the 
national polls, and continues to 
rack up endorsements and poll 
best against Trump. "When the 
only American citizen President 
Trump singles out for China's 
investigation is his political op-
ponent in the midst of the Demo-
cratic nomination process," Mitt 
Romney, a Republican Senator 
said, "it strains credulity to sug-
gest that it is anything other 
than politically motivated. By 
all appearances, the President's 
brazen and unprecedented ap-
peal to China and to Ukraine to 
investigate Joe Biden is wrong 
and appalling." 
If Trump truly believes that he 
didn't demarcate conditions to 
withhold aid to Ukraine, why did 
he direct Executive Branch agen-
cies, offices, and officials not to 
comply with congressional sub-
poenas? Which, again, brings us 
circuitously to the second article 
of impeachment: Obstruction of 
Congress. 
An innocent person wouldn't 
blatantly defy subpoenas to pro-
duce documents and order "cur-
rent and former" not to comply 
with subpoenas. It just proves to 
the American people that Trump 
is trying to cover-up his nefari-
ous machinations with Ukraine. 
t's that simp e. Trump were 
innocent, he would willingly co-
operate and encourage witnesses 
to testify so they could help exon-
erate him. But Trump hasn't done 
that. He has comported himself 
like a guilty person would, has es-
poused an unconstitutional view 
of executive privilege, and has 
demonstrated, farcically, that he 
believes he can obstruct justice 
with absolute impunity. 
Here's the bottom line: Trump 
bribed, extorted, connived a for-
eign official-whatever you want 
to call it-to bolster his reelec-
tion chances. Then he covered 
it up by refusing to participate 
in the impeachment inquiry 
and by directing officials not to 
testify, which in effect, deprived 
Congress's constitutional duty to 
provide oversight and investigate 
the executive branch. 
Lindsey Graham, the Chairman 
of the Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee and a staunch supporter of 
Trump, showcased, years ago, 
that he had some semblance of 
a conscience, which, has clearly 
dissipated. "The day Richard 
Nixon failed to answer that sub-
poena is the day he was subject 
to impeachment," said Graham, 
"because he took the power of 
Congress over the impeachment 
process away from Congress and 
became the judge and the jury." 
Some people argue that by 
this juncture we should just wait 
for the 2020 election to decide 
Donald Trump's fate. But we 
can't wait because he's trying to 
corruptly usurp the next elec-
tion. If the Senate votes to acquit 
Trump-which is how they'll 
indubitably vote-who knows 
what will happen to our Republic. 





Tuesday, January 28 
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Location: Soda Center, 
Moraga Room 
Contact: CPDS (925)631-4600 
Painting, Smores 
and Hot Coco! 
Tuesday, January 28 
7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 
Location: De La Salle 
Hall, Hagerty Lo'unge 
Contact: RHA "' 
rha@stmarys-ca.edu 
2020 Children's Theatre: 
Charlotte's Web 
Tuesday, January 28, 11:30 am 
Wednesday, January 29, 
9:30 am, 11:30 am, 6:00 pm 
Thursday, January 30, 9:30 
am, 11:30 am, 4:00 pm 
Friday, January 31, 
9:30 am, 11:30 am 
Location: LeFevre Theatre 
Contact: 
tms8@stmarys-ca.edu 
Future Gael Party 
Wednesday, January 29 
5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
Location: Faculty 






Thursday, January 30 
10:30 a.m. 
Location: Brother 
Jerome West Ha11, 130 
Is Racism Impeachable? 
Thursday, January 30 
12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Location: De La Salle 
Hall, Hagerty Lounge 
Contact: Steve Woolpert 
woolpert@stmarys-ca.edu 
Auditions for "The 
School for Lies" Spring 
Theatre Production 
Monday,Februaryl0 
6:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 
Location: LeFevre Theatre 




Tuesday, February 11 
12:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Location: De La Salle 
Hall, Hagerty Lounge 
Contact: 
staffcouncil@stmarys-ca.edu 
Spring Involvement Fair 
Wednesday, February 12 
12:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
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CULTURE · 
"Jeopardy! GOAT": Television for the Ages 
BY GEORGE DONOVAN 
CULTURE WRiTER 
Warning: This article does con-
tain major spoilers. 
Jeopardy!is an all time TV clas-
sic. Like a relic from a more in-
nocent time in television history 
dropping knowledge and soup can 
sponsors into the minds of living 
room dwellers every weekday 
night, it's always graced the 7 PM 
time slot on channel 7 (ABC) here 
in the Bay Area. And since 1984,. 
host Alex Trebek has practically 
become the game himself while 
moving in silence to become one 
of TV's true kings of sneak diss-
ing; even your Mom can't help but 
comment on his iconic, lovingly 
wry style. And on November 18th, 
ABC announced a special series 
more exciting than a working hot 
chocolate machine: Jeopardy! The 
Greatest of All Time, a prime time 
extravaganza bringing Trebek 
face-to-face once again with three 
true Jeopardy! legends. 
Brad Rutter, despite his 2000 
streak cut off at 5 games, be-
came the winner of the all time 
most prize money at $4.7 million 
through tournament specials, and 
would share the famous podium 
with 2004's 74-consecutive-game 
streak holder Ken Jennings. But 
together, they would be facing 
a modern legend in James Hol-
zhauer, owner of the single game 
winnings record at $131,127 in one 
•half hour, star of a revolutionary 
streak from April 4th to June 3rd 
of 2019, and in possession of more 
Jeopardy! records than anyone 
else. Alex, public on his suffer-
ing from Pancreatic Cancer, and 
recipient of longtime viewers' 
love, letters and prayers, would 
be together with these old friends 
again in what would surely be his 
finest hours yet. 
"Jeopardy! GOAT" would be set 
up as a best of7 series across Tues-
days, Wednesdays and Thursdays, 
with each hour providing two 
regular episodes worth of action. 
Dollars would be measured as 
points, and added together after 
each game for a total sum at the 
end of each night. Should one 
player sweep in three games from 
the start, it would all be over that 
week, but should a seven night af-
fair unfold, the GOATs would play 
a total ofl4 'episodes'. 
The first night, Tuesday, Janu-
ary 7th, was without question the 
most electric hour of television in 
this new decade. If you thought 
Jeopardy! was a regular tricycle 
ride up and down your block, 
night one was a Japanese bullet 
train. In the first round alone, 
there was never a wrong answer 
choked up by a contestant. Alex 
said "bitchin"'. You'd never yell 
at a Jeopardy game like this again 
unless Kevin Garnett were in the 
mix on a six way parlay! Speaking 
of bets, "Big-Brain James" played 
like the riverboat gambler he had 
created of himself last year, with 
reflexes sharper than the corners 
JEOPARDY! host Alex Trebek and GOAT contestants make history in the golden age of television as contestants go head to head. (Courtesy of ABC) 
in a stainless steel kitchen, and 
aggressive bets flying left and 
right for Daily Doubles. But Ken 
Jennings had legs, and knew how 
to keep up; having studied the 
Holzhauer style, Jennings could 
outplay his peers all throughout 
the week, ending up thousands 
of points beyond them. Ken and 
James' rivalry was akin to a writer 
behind The Simpsons' golden age 
battling a Gen Z icon along the 
lines of John Mulaney or TheRe-
portOfTheWeek. In the words 
of Indiana Jones, this should be 
a museum. And Brad, bless him 
and his folks, put up a fair fight 
under the spotlights, never let-
ting the results of each round or 
Daily Double get to him. And each 
night, all three of them pinned 
themselves with purple ribbons, 
paying their respects to Alex and 
his own daily fight. 
Halfway through the nights be-
tween "games", a different GOAT 
would get to share their life story 
and rise to fame in filmed seg-
ments worth tuninginforon their 
own. But like any great game of 
Jeopardy, therewereafewlaughs 
along the way; "Jeopardy James" 
taunted like a Smash Bros char-
acter, with "ha-ha" or "hooray" 
before a few of his answers, and 
was never shy to make a crack 
at his fellow players. "I'm gonna 
do the push", Ken called out, to 
which James chirped, "I want 
royalties!" 
The push paid off. In just four 
nights, Ken Jennings strode past 
Holzhauer's lone victory to win 
the title and trophy of Greatest 
of All Time. Just like that, the 
biggest game show event in years 
was over. And by next Tuesday, 
Jennings announced he would 
be hanging up the buzzer, retir-
ing from his Jeopardy! days. So 
be it. But if we learned anything 
through this incredible journey, 
the path to Jeopardy! heroics can 
start anywhere, at anyone's feet, 
constantly evolving in styles and 
strategies, and always refreshed 
with a young new face. Moments 
with GOATs like these may only 
come once in a lifetime. Let's 
hold on to them while we have 
the chance. 
Uncut Gems Rocks Our World! 
BY GEORGE DONOVAN 
CULTURE WRITER 
A decade of exceptional movies 
has come to a close, zeroing in on 
the 2020s, and there on the edge lie 
the Christmas Day releases, fu1filled 
in 2019 by the technical marvels of 
1917, Greta Gerwig's wonderful Little 
Women, and the comeback movie of 
the year: Uncut Gems. With an entire 
decade ahead of them, directors Josh 
and Benny Safdie prove it's a better 
time than ever to welcome movie-
goers to incredible new frontiers of 
filmmaking, fantastic breakout act-
ing, and the biggest rush of the new 
year you simply can't miss. 
It's 2012, in the heart of Manhat-
tan's Diamond District, and one local 
jeweler's gambling addiction has put 
him in such a cycle of trouble and 
stress it's nearly become the globe 
on which he struts. The plastic bag 
ofrotten comedieswith whichAdam 
Sandler once parasailed through his 
career has blown back around the 
corner, returning as a majestic fly-
ingcarpeton which Howard Ratner, 
his seedynewcharacter, commands 
his KMH Jewelers. There's always a 
scene being made at the shop; you'd 
swear RobertAltman tagged in to di-
rect as conversations fester over one 
another and the mania spreads from 
the security monitors into the hall-
way. When an ethereal uncut black 
opal reaches Howard's office direct 
from Ethiopia, NBA star Kevin Gar-
nett (Himself) drops by town, and, 
entranced by the opal, has to have 
it for his run with the Boston Celt-
ics against the 76ers in the Eastern 
Conference Semifinals. The stakes 
rise day after day, as ends aren't met 
THE REVIEWS ARE IN: Get your winter blues bedazzled with Adam Sandler's Uncut Gems. (Photos Courtesy of A24) 
and Howard's lifestyle dares to catch 
uptohim,hauntinghimeverywhere 
from New York's busy streets to his 
family's Passover Seder. 
If someone told you several years 
ago thatAdamSandler's 2019 outing 
could reach and even top the heights 
of Quentin Tarantino's, you'd laugh 
them back home. But Sandler cre-
ates one of the great protagonists of 
the past few stellar years, throwing 
his weight around like a wild bull to 
steer this ship towards ever larger 
waves, roaring at the Celtics games 
on his TV like it's night one of"J eop-
ardy! GOAT". The Safdie Bros. have 
even more tricks up their sleeve with . 
a brilliantly bizarre cast of debut ac-
tors, including real Diamond District 
employees, the towering KG, and 
the fierce Julia Fox, whose worlds 
of talent have risen from the talk of 
New York onto the big screen in her 
supporting role as Julia, Howard's 
mistress and KMH counter girl. Re-
turning actors Lakeith Stanfield and 
Idina Menzel also shine as Demany, 
the untiring bait for KMH clients, 
and Dinah, Howard's wife ready to 
split apart at any moment. 
Uncut Gems is a beyond-vertical-
dropping roller coaster, and the 
title sequence, a celestial journey 
through the black opal set to the 
unearthly synthwork of Oneohtrix 
Point Never (Daniel Lopatin), has 
to be the dank tunnel that begins 
Santa Cruz's classic Giant Dipper. 
OPN's score never lets up in the film's 
most chilling moments, practically 
nailing its spare anxiety across your 
armrests with a sound that wears its 
gratitude to the legendary AKIRAon 
its sleeve. Even the most hardened 
movie theater physicists will be glad 
to know this picture's punches land 
anywhere in the room. It's a truly 
intense, one of a kind movie experi-
ence, and there are some people out 
there who love this thrill, already 
racing to get back in line. Even if the 
remarkable efforts put forth by the 
Safdies, Sandler, Fox, OPN and the 
rest of the Uncut Gems crew can't 
get a foot in the door at the Acad-
emy, this is one film that'll be on our 
minds for years, guaranteed. Take a 
trip to the nearest theater and see it 
as soon as you can- has Howard got 
something in store for you. 
Grade:A+ 
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A Royal Exit 
BY VICTORIA VIDALES 
Prince Harry and Meghan 
Markle shocked the Brit-
ish people and tabloids 
when they announced they 
would be stepping back as 
senior members of the roy-
al family. Known to them 
as the "Duke and Duch-
ess of Sussex" Harry and 
Meghan have stated that 
they wish to live a more 
independent lifestyle away 
from the eyes of the pub-
lic. Deemed "Megxit" by 
British tabloids, Harry and 
Meghan will now split their 
time between the lJK and 
North America, surrender 
their titles as "His and Her 
Royal Highnesses" and pay 
rent to Frogmore House, 
their residence in England. 
Many tabloids, and me-
dia outlets seem to por-
tray Meghan as the cul-
prit for this development, 
depicting her as captur-
ing their innocent prince 
from his homeland. The 
British press have relent-
ed e 
negatively, criticizing 
her every move. She has 
been subjected to racist at-
tacks, and mocked for life-
sty le decisions. Harry and 
Meghan's decision is sus-
pected to have stemmed 
from these attacks. 
While Kate Middleton 
did face scrutiny by tab-
loids, the abuse is not even 
in the same ballpark in 
comparison to Meghan's. 
For example, two articles 
were published by the 
Daily Mail about the Duch-
esses eating avocados dur-
ing their pregnancy. For 
Kate the headline read 
"Kate's morning sickness 
cure? Prince William gifted 
with an avocado for the 
pregnant Duchess" while 
Meghan's read "Meghan's 
favourite snack fueling 
drought and murder?" 
While one praises Kate's 
commitment to health, 
the other accuses Meghan 
of supporting violence. 
Members of the royal 
family are targets for me-
dia, as the public finds their 
personal lives, and fre-
quent scandals fascinating. 
Prince William and Kate 
Middleton were frequently 
pursued during their dat-
ing, and early marriage 
his first wife Lady Diana 
Spencer were also targets 
of journalists, particularly 
Diana who became a be-
loved icon for the public. 
Becoming victims them-
selves, Harry and Meghan 
MEGHAN AND HARRY make rightful decision to renounce their royal titles. (Daniel Leal-Olivias/Pool Photo) 
decided to take action, 
and leave the monarchy, 
and the negativity behind. 
I do not understand why 
the British media is sur-
prised that they would want 
to leave. Not to mention 
the attacks on their son Ar-
chie. BBC radio host Dan-
ny Baker was fired after he 
tweeted a photo of two peo-
ple and a monkey, claim-
ing that the image depicted 
Archie leaving the hospi-
tal. The hatred expressed 
by members of the British 
media has been ruthless, 
and British citizens con-
tinue to fuel their power 
by reading their stories. 
e roya ami y has re-
mained silent on these at-
tacks, instead choosing 
preservation of the crown 
over protection of their 
family. No statements were 
made by the Queen, Prince 
Charles,oreven the beloved 
Prince William, and Kate 
Middleton defending their 
relatives. Ironically, the 
royal family, and the Brit-
ish press continue to sup-
port Prince Andrew, who is 
involved as a suspect in the 
ongoing investigation of 
the Jeffrey Epstein sexual 
abuse scandals. However, 
they continue to criticize 
Meghan for being an Afri-
can American woman, who 
made her own living, and 
was previously married. 
Unlike the royal fam-
ily, Meghan is a self made 
woman. She was not born 
into royalty, given fame 
and power due to chance. 
o, eghan built her own 
career as a successful ac-
tress, and was involved in 
charity work by choice not 
because of an expectation. 
Meghan sacrificed her ca-
reer, country, and freedom 
to marry Prince Harry, now 
it's time for him to do the 
same. And who's to say that 
he is opposed to this? Harry 
always resented to spot-
light, especially the media . 
who ruthlessly pursued his 
mother. Harry seems to 
be happily on board with 
the decision, choosing his 
family over the crown. 
As 2020 begins for the 
royals they will step into a 
new era without Harry and 
Meghan at their sides. While 
still members of their fami-
ly, they are choosing to dis-
miss their titles, and live as 
a private citizens. For them, 
the life they desire may 
not be reachable within the 
palace walls. While some 
members of the British 
public may not agree, they 
are doing what is best for 
their family, which should 
be their main priority. 
There's a Bear Out There! 
BY KATELYN MCCARTHY 
pn O '\/1,tdfER 
Over the past few months, 
I have become aware of a 
rather exciting phenom-
enon. A grizzly bear, it 
seems, roams the campus! 
A great big grizzly bear 
who, in his hunger, enjoys 
devouring the posters put 
up by Students for Life, 
Saint Mary's official pro-
life club. I have never seen 
this bear, but I do know that 
he is out there, and that he is 
a bear, as, after he lumbers 
by Students for Life's post-
ers, he takes his paws and 
slashes them to bits, leaving 
them to hang limply where 
they once shone proudly. 
Sometimes he gobbles up 
whole posters, and even the 
tape used to post them! But, 
other times, he swipes at 
them and takes large bites 
from the comers. He is not a 
very sneaky bear. He leaves 
his evidence everywhere! 
And who knows? Maybe 
there's more than one! 
As the co-president of said 
club, I have taken it upon 
myself to clean up after this 
bear. He is very intelligent. 
He knows how to write, as 
sometimes when he is not 
so hungry for a poster as to 
devour it, he likes to leave 
notes on them. Perhaps it is 
his way of marking them out 
for a future meal. I wouldn't 
know. Grizzly bears-even 
literate ones-aren't aware 
that one ought not deface 
approved publications, 
I guess, so I remove his 
notes for him. That's why 
he never has a chance to 
come back and claim them. 
I hope our bear won't 
mind if I extend him some 
advice. College is supposed 
to be a place where ideas 
are discussed and debated, 
not shredded and destroyed. 
If you are hungry, dear 
bear, I'm sure that there 
are plenty of berries and 
bunny rabbits in the hills 
behind the school on which 
you may feast. Please, 
don't resort to eating our 
posters. Paper surely can't 
be good for your diet! 
And why, dear bear, do 
you only feast on our post-
ers? There are lots of oth-
ers on the bulletin boards to 
satisfy your hunger. Might I 
suggest that, on Mondays, 
you take a taste of CAB 's 
advertisements? And I hear 
that, on Wednesdays, the 
dance program bulletins are 
especially good. I imagine 
that you won't try any of 
them, though, since I know 
that you prefer our posters 
to all of the others. Perhaps 
the ink we use is especially 
tasty? Perhaps you find our 
paper delectable? Or per-
haps bears are like bulls? 
Bulls attack red bandanas, 
bears attack pro-life pub-
lications? The zoological 
consensus, it seems, is still 
out on this one. I'll let you 
know when National Geo-
graphic gets back to me. 
If, friend bear, you con-
sume our posters because 
they bother you, upset you, 
or offend you, I would like 
to let you know that you 
are more than welcome to 
come to any of the events 
advertised on them. Next 
time, before you eat a 
po ter, why not read it and 
attend? Or e-mail the con-
tact information provided 
on it with any questions, 
comments, or concerns? I 
have a feeling that you'll 
find that pro-lifers aren't 
as bear-like as you might 
think. Everyone-and I 
mean everyone-is wel-
come in Students for Life. 
That doesn't mean, though, 
that we enjoy having our 
posters devoured, as it does 
take some time and effort 
to make them and put them 
up around the school. And 
we do have the right to post 
our approved announce-
ments, even though you 
find them so scrumptious. 
So, until your diet chang-
es to one a bit more nu-
tritious than paper fibers 
and ink toner, my Exec 
Team and I will cheerful-
ly replace all of the post-
ers on which you happen 
to munch. Happy eating! 
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The Star Wars Saga Ends: The Rise of Skywalker Reviewed 
BY KATELYN MCCARTHY AND 
VICTORIA VIDALES 
Star Wars: The Rise of 
Skywalker has brought a 
conclusion to the beloved 
Skywalker saga. The se-
ries has been cherished by 
generations for its charac-
ters, storylines, and sci-fi 
adventures. The sequels to 
the original trilogy present 
a new take on the story, 
providing fresh characters 
and excitement for fans. 
The Rise of Skywalker was 
intended to produce an 
epic, mind-blowing end-
ing to the celebrated film 
senes. While extremely 
entertaining, the film has 
received both positive and 
negative reviews from crit-
ics and fans. We thought 
that the picture had highs 
and lows throughout. 
We are of the opinion that 
this movie told as good a 
story as it could after hav-
ing been the heir of two 
incongruent installments. 
The film felt a bit like a 
war between the conflict-
ing artistic i · o of 
two directors involved 
in the trilogy. The first 
and final films in the se-
ries were directed by J .J. 
Abrams, whose view of 
the story was largely based 
in nostalgia for the original 
productions. The second 
film, sandwiched between 
Abrams', was directed by 
Rian Johnson, who en-
joyed toying with movie-
goer's expectations built 
up after the first movie. 
In the third installment, 
we discover that Rey is the 
granddaughter of the pre-
sumed deceased Emperor 
Palpatine. We thought that 
this dramatic reveal was 
strange, simply because it 
does not make sense. How 
is Rey Palpatine's grand-
daughter? When did Pal-
patine have a son, and why 
didn't he tum out evil, too? 
The revelation was rather 
underwhelming for us. Al-
though the declaration of 
Rey's lineage comes as a 
shock, it is too similar to 
Vader's announcement of 
his fatherhood to Luke in 
The Empire Strikes Back. 
We do not find it appealing 
to have a "redo" storyline. 
Along with Rey's journey, 
Finn's took several turns . 
In The Fol"< e ake , 
Finn is portrayed as one of 
the most promising char-
acters· of the new saga. He 
single handedly saves Poe 
Dameron from the First 
Order and accompanies 
Rey on a quest, struggling 
all the while with his per-
sonal identity as a former 
Stormtrooper. Throughout 
The Last Jedi, he contin-
ues his journey by becom-
ing a full-fledged member 
of the Resistance and em-
barking on new freedom-
fighting escapades with 
the other surviving reb-
els. However, in The Rise 
of Skywalker Finn seems 
incapable of doing any-
thing other than screaming, 
"REY!" at the top of his 
lungs. His obsession with 
her remains confusing, and 
he desires to desperately 
confess something to her 
which is never revealed. 
The third film does, 
however, bring a satisfy-
ing ending to the stories 
of Luke, Princess Leia, 
and Han Solo. Where The 
Last Jedi makes Luke out 
to be a would-be murder-
er and destroys all of the 
character he had built up 
within the original series, 
The Rise of Skywalker at-
in her last moments to con-
vert her long lost son, Ben, 
from the Dark Side. Han,. 
too, who suffered an inglo-
rious death by patricide in 
the first film, comes back 
to give his son the strength 
to renounce his evil ways. 
Luke, Leia, and Han all reap 
their due rewards. Luke is a 
Jedi master, Han is a proud 
father, and Leia keeps alive 
the spark of hope which 
she has always nourished. 
The final showdown be-
tween Rey, Ben, and Pal-
patine is a great scene. The 
young heroes jointly attack 
the evil emperor, using their 
Force-bond to bring him 
down. Ben has successful-
ly been redeemed into the 
individual he was meant 
to be. Rey, too, has grown 
into the destined version of 
herself. She defeats Palpa-
tine through the strength 
of all of the Jedi masters 
who preceded her, using 
them as the inspiration for 
her final stand. The saga 
is. truly a united endeavor. 
~ -~I? 
has come to a deep under-
standing of the Force, spe-
cifically when he raises his 
X-wing starfighter from 
the depths of the sea to 
help Rey. Leia reaches out 
ops into a true hero for the 
Resistance. Portrayed ini-
tially as a reckless pilot, he 
proves that he is a fear less 
leader willing to fight · to 
the end. Declared general 
after Leia's death, he cou-
rageously leads his army 
into an unknown fight, be-
lieving that to do so is the 
only way to defeat the First 
Order. In the finale, Poe 
stands with Rey and all reb-
els for justice and freedom. 
The three heroes (Rey, 
Finn, and Poe), further 
their unlikely friendship, 
but . spend little time to-
gether as a group. Thus, 
while human elements, like 
Rey's strefigth and Poe's 
determination, are preva-
lent throughout the film, 
we feel that the relation-
ships among the characters 
do not live up to the high 
standards established m 
the first series. What made 
the original Star Wars tril-
ogy great was its message 
of love and self-sacrifice 
based on true friendship. 
While these values are 
present in the new trilogy 
and the final film, they are 
not as strong as we felt they 
ought to have been. In the 
end, we were left want-
ter 
were on the right paths, but 
their relationships with one 
another were never fully 
rounded out. Skywalker, 
it seems, is still rising. 
Why Most Occidental Fantasy is Set in Europe 
BY KATELYN MCCARTHY 
OPINION WRITER 
The Chronicles of Nar-
nia. The Princess and the 
Goblin. Alice in Won-
derland. Peter Pan. Five 
Children and It. Ander-
sen's Fairy Tales. Grimm's 
Fairy Tales. All of these 
works are representative 
of western fantasy litera-
ture. They have all stood 
the test of time, each of 
them being over 50 years 
past publication. Children 
of all ages and generations 
have appreciated them just 
the same, and their cultural 
value increases with every 
passing year. They are all 
emblems of classic litera-
ture, despite the fact that 
they are intended for chil-
dren. They are all accepted 
to have literary merit. And 
they are all set in Europe. 
That's not to say that 
American fantasy has no 
merit; on the contrary, 
books like Charlotte's Web 
and My Fat her '.5 Dragon 
rank among the best chil-
dren's fantasy novels. 
However, such American 
books (to varying degrees) 
lack the aura of historical 
believability possessed 
by their European coun-
terparts. Why is this? Be-
cause American authors 
lack a certain inspiration 
had by European ones? 
Because American authors 
purposely drive the reader 
towards this perception? 
Or because the historical 
compositions of the Old 
and New Worlds are so 
very different? I will ar-
gue the final explanation. 
European countries, be-
ing significantly older than 
the constitutional United 
States, had more time than 
the U.S. to build upon tra-
ditions and firmly cement 
their cultural identities. 
Fairy tales and fantasy 
stories developed out of 
those traditions and iden-
tities. Europe, moreover, 
had more time to develop 
superstitions, while Amer-
ica was founded on the 
heels of Enlightenment. 
There is a reason why fair-
ies flit around Arthur and 
Oberon and not around 
George Washington. 
Europe, due to her age, 
possesses the image of the 
fantasy land, where crea-
tures that no longer exist 
seemingly could have ex-
isted in the past, for there 
is more past to be had there 
than there is in the U.S. 
Europe is the land of kings, 
knights, chivalry, princes 
and princesses, of unicorns 
and fire-breathing dragons. 
America is the land of op-
portunity. America is a 
lantl of realism. We escape 
to Europe from our times 
to encounter such charac-
ters as Arthur, Guinevere, 
Lancelot, and Ivanhoe, 
whose tales are the stuff 
of legend. We escape to 
America because of our 
times, not to encounter leg-
ends of former glory but to 
found real, physical lives 
of freedom. In European 
fantasy, we dream of what 
once was. In American 
fantasy, we see what is and 
work to preserve and better 
it for the next generation. 
One of these cultures 
lends itself more towards 
the fantastical genre. Eu-
ropean fantasy has been 
grounded on a foundation 
that contains the character-
istics of a living fairytale. 
American fantasy has not 
been given the same foun-
dation. European fantasy 
gives itself towards dream-
ing, towards the hazy fogs 
of memory. American fan-
tasy cannot help but be 
propelled towards the un-
imaginative realm of ac-
tuality. One culture is able 
to extol those virtues and 
times which make fantasy 
fantasy. The other culture 
is only able to reflect the 
consequences of the mod-
em day, of blood, sweat, 
and tears, not plumes of 
feathers and perfumed 
handkerchiefs. There is a 
reason why Europe pos-
sesses the fairy, the dragon, 
the mermaid, the sprite, the 
banshee, the leprechaun, 
the goblin, the troll, the 
ogre, the witch, and the 
wizard, and why America 
can claim the Jackalope. 
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SPORTS 
A Look Forward to the 2020 NFL Draft 
BY SPENCER GAVIN 
SPORTS WRITER 
Although we are just days 
away from Super Bowl 54, let's 
t~ke a look at the upcoming 
2020 NFL Draft. As an Oak-
land Raiders fan (and soon to 
be Las Vegas Raiders fan), I 
am no stranger to prematurely 
looking at the upcoming draft, 
especially during the regular 
season. Even more so this sea-
son, I am itching for the draft 
to come because I have been 
put into a lose-lose situation 
for Super Bowl 54. I am either 
stuck rooting for the division 
rival Kansas City Chiefs, or the 
hometown rival San Francisco 
49ers, neither of which I am 
particularly thrilled about. The 
quicker the Super Bowl is over 
and done with, the quicker the 
draft can come, and the quicker 
I can salivate at the Raiders 
pick who is in all likelihood to 
be a bust. However, I will stay 
optimistic because maybe this 
next year could be our year. 
Fortunately, the Raiders will 
have two first-round picks in 
the upcoming draft. Unfortu-
nately, that second pick came 
at the expense of Khalil Mack, 
a future Hall of Farner who 
deserved to get paid by the Oak-
land Raiders. However, with the 
two picks at spot 12 and spot 
19, the Raiders have a prime 
op ortunity to brin in star-
level talent. On top of that, the 
2020 draft will be in Las Vegas. 
Let's start off with a wild pro-
jection at #12 for the Las Vegas 
Raiders. I would argue it is quite 
possible they go receiver at this 
draft spot. While Derek Carr is a 
liability at quarterback, it does 
him no justice when he has no 
weapons to throw too. That is 
why I will blindly stick behind 
him at quarterback and hope 
that Jerry Jeudy, the star wide 
receiver from Alabama falls in 
their laps. Unlike a previous 
Alabama receiver that repped 
the silver and black, Jeudy 
would come in and take over 
the offense. He is a le.an, quick, 
and overpowering receiver 
that has drawn comparisons to 
Randy Moss and Julio Jones. 
He can go up and get balls with 
the best of them and would 
bring an element of tough-
ness to a depleted receiving 
core. In my eyes, he simply 
would be the no-brainer choice. 
If Jeudy is not there at 12 and 
in all honesty, I doubt he makes 
it out of the top 5, I would im-
plore the Raiders to choose be-
tween Henry Ruggs, another Al-
. abama receiver, or Tee Higgins, 
a lesser version of Jerry Jeudy 
out of Clemson. Henry Ruggs 
would bring a similar impact 
to the squad as the aforemen-
tioned Amari Cooper did, but 
he might be able to hold on to 
more passes. Higgins I could see 
as the likely pick as the Raiders 
have made it known under their 
new leadershi of Gruden and 
Mike Mayo ck they want players 
from proven programs, espe-
cially Clemson as they showed 
in last year's draft. If they were 
to bring in Higgins, it would give 
Carr an immediate #1 receiver 
THE OAKLAND RAIDERS are becoming the Las Vegas Raiders in 2020. (Courtesy of AP) 
that can run deep, as well as run 
routes with supreme precision. 
The #19 pickfor the Raiders 
is not as flashy as #12 for obvi-
ous reasons. However, #19 for 
the Raiders could be where they 
find the gem of the draft, similar 
to their late picks last year of · 
Jonathan Abram and presumed 
Offensive Rookie of the Year 
Josh Jacobs. I believe this pick 
could go one of two ways, both 
being on the defensive side of 
the ball. The defensive line of 
the Raiders is not fully ready to 
run with the best of them, but 
where they really need help is 
at linebacker and cornerback. 
With that said, I could see 
the Raiders choosing between 
Kenneth Murray, a linebacker 
out of Oklahoma, and Kristian 
Fulton, a corner back from LSU. 
Both are coming from proven 
winning programs that fits the 
Raiders style of drafting. Ad-
ditionally, Murray could be the 
answer at linebacker for years 
to come at a position that has 
often haunted the team. He is a 
great tackler and someone that 
was considered the quarterback 
of the defense at Oklahoma. As 
for Fulton, he is coming from a 
school that is known as "DBU."· 
That acronym gives credence 
to the · talent LSU sends to 
the next level at cornerback 
and safety. Fulton would pro-
vide a great addition opposite 
Trayvon Mullen and Jonathan 
Abram in the secondary and 
would help a horrific pass de-
fense that has to match up with 
Patrick Mahomes twice a year. 
Overall, my beloved Raid-
ers are leaving the Bay Area 
for the foreseeable future. 
All I can do as a fan is hope 
they get things right in Sin 
City. It all starts .on Draft Day 
in Las Vegas. Come on Raid-
ers, don't let me down, again. 
Who could be anNBAAll-Starthis season? 
LUKA DONCIC, TRAE YOUNG, AND PASCAL SIAKAM are all potential! all-stars for this season. (Courtesy of CBS News, Getty lmages,The Comeback) 
BY SPENCER GAVIN 
SPORTS WRITE!< 
The NBA All-Star weekend is 
coming up this next month on 
February 14-16th at the United 
Center in Downtown Chicago. 
Always a lively weekend, there 
is no doubt there will be differ-
ent faces roaming the court than 
the usual suspects of years past. 
We will not be witnessing the 
tandem that is the Splash Broth-
ers, Stephen Curry, and Klay 
Thompson play as they both are 
recovering from injuries. On 
top of that, we will not see argu-
ably the greatest player on the 
planet in Kevin Durant rep his 
new Brooklyn Nets threads this 
all-star weekend either. With 
just those three absentees, it is 
time to bring in some new faces. 
The no-brainer pick here to 
fill in as an all-star is the MVP-
hopeful Luka Doncic. Luka is 
not even 21-years of age and is 
· already taking the NBA by storm. 
At this point in the season, he is 
well on his way to be the young-
est all-star starter since Lebron 
James in 2005, and possibly the 
youngest MVP in NBA history. 
He is a pretty standard 6'7" and 
218 pounds, but he controls the 
game in such a way it looks like 
he is playing in slow motion. 
He is averaging 28.9 points per 
game and already has 12 triple-
doubles this year. Let us keep 
in mind that he is 20 years of 
age. We truly have never seen 
someone control the league in 
such a way and it is inevitable he 
will grace us with his presence in 
Chicago during all-star weekend . . 
Another no-brainer pick is 
Trae Young. Young was traded 
for Doncic on draft night and is 
doing everything in his power 
to keep up with Doncic stat-
wise. He is just 21 years of age 
and averaging 28.8 points per 
game and 8.5 assists per game. 
The only real knock on Trae 
Young as a pick is that he is on 
the Atlanta Hawks who, even 
with Young, are a measly 10-
34. A counter to that argument 
would come in the form of John 
Collins's 25-game suspension. 
He is a high-octane player who 
pairs nicely with Young and 
when back, will provide needed 
depth in the frontcourt. With all 
that said, Trae Young is a near-
lock to be picked for the all-star 
game as a starter from the East. 
The last player that should be a 
new face at the all-star weekend 
is Pascal Siakam. Siakam is the 
number one guy in Toronto this 
season after superstar Kawhi 
Leonard bolted for Los Angeles 
the last offseason. He has put the 
cityofToronto on his back and is 
leading the way with 23.8 points 
per game, 7.4 rebounds per game, 
and 3.5 assists per game. Those 
stats were not expected from 
Siakam at the power forward 
position in Toronto this season 
much less this level of leader-
ship we are seeing from him. 
The Raptors sit at 29-14 in the 
3rd position in the East thanks 
to Siakam and could be well on 
their way to another deep play-
off run this year. He deserves a 
spot at the all-star weekend and 
it looks like he will secure it. 
Sports 
this week 
Thursday, January 30, 7 pm 
at Loyola Marymount 
Los Angeles, CA 
Friday, January 31, 3pm 
atUSC 
Los Angeles, CA 
MEN'S BASKETBALL 
Thursday, January 30, 7pm 
vs Portland 
Moraga,CA 
8 
